
 
 

1. Fixing Jericho Road 
TRANSCRIPT OF VIDEO 

 
In response to a question by an expert in the Law of Moses as to how one could get eternal life, Jesus redirected 
the lawyer to the obey the commandment of “loving God and our neighbour.’  The lawyer in response asks Jesus 
to define the word ‘neighbour.’ Jesus then tells the parable from which the well-known phrase “Good Samaritan” 
originated from. 

Jesus tells of a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho, who is robbed on that highway of everything he had, 
including his clothes, and is beaten almost to death. That road was a dangerously winding one and a favorite 
hideout of robbers and thieves. As he lies dying on the road a priest arrives on the scene but shows no love or 
compassion for the man.  He passes him by on the other side of the road to avoid any involvement. 

The next person to pass by is a Levite. Levites assisted priests in completing the worship rituals in a Jewish 
temple. He does exactly what the priest did. He passes by the injured person showing no compassion.   

The last person to come by is a Samaritan. In Jesus’ days. Samaritans were considered a low class of people by 
the Jews since they had intermarried with non-Jews. Due to this Jews would have nothing to do with them. Now 
Jesus does not tell whether the injured man was a Jew or Gentile, but that made no difference to the good 
Samaritan. He did not consider the man’s race or religion, but only saw a person in need and he assists him. 

He dresses the man’s wounds relieves him of the pain. Then transports him to an inn for rest and recuperation. 
The Good Samaritan then pays the innkeeper with his own money, and even goes the extra mile asking the 
innkeeper to take good care of the man, even if it resulted in any extra expenses. He promised to reimburse the 
innkeeper on his way back. 

Jesus ends the parable by asking the lawyer, “So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell 
among the thieves?”  The lawyer replied “He who showed mercy on him.” 

Yes, in this parable we Jesus expanding the scope and meaning of the word ‘neighbour’ from a thing limited to 
physical ‘geography’ to any idea of compassion and care flowing out of love and mercy. 

Today’s technology has made it easy to extend our compassion to any part of the world through an Internet 
banking button click or by joining an online cause. 

But, just as Jesus went beyond the ‘letter’ of the meaning of neighbour to the ‘spirit’ of what it means to be a 
neighbour, let us go beyond the letter of the word compassion to its very spirit. 

Rev Martin Luther King puts it beautifully when he says, “True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar; it 
is not haphazard and superficial.  It comes to see that edifices which produces beggars need restructuring."  (Martin 
Luther King)  

In other words, we all love to play the role of the “Good Samaritan” and apply ointment and bandages and solve 



the immediate issue feeling good that we are compassionate people. But, real compassion lies in actually  

“fixing Jericho Road” and making it almost impossible for people to be waylaid and robbed on that road.  

True compassion would involve making structural changes. This would include fixing CCTVs, better lighting and 
having police patrol the road. That was the kind of compassion that William Wilberforce the British MP who 
spearheaded the abolition of slavery in the UK did. Others such truly compassionate champions would include 
Martin Luther King, Mahatma Gandhi, Nelson Mandela, Mother Teresa and the inimitable Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu who helped in dismantling apartheid.  

Desmond Tutu who is now retired, lived up to what he preached when he accurately said,  

“There comes a point where we need to stop just pulling people out of the river.  We need to go upstream and 
find out why they’re falling in.” (Desmond Tutu) 

How about each one of us?  Are we satisfied 

 in being the Good Samaritan and providing ointment and bandage to our neighbours or to step out and fix the 
Jericho Roads of our neighbourhoods, which no longer are limited by geography? 

 

May the Lord Jesus who expanded our vision on who our neighbour is, also supply us with wisdom and the 
strength to fix our Jericho Roads. 

 

 
CONNECT WITH US 

 

 Ask questions: bystillwaters.always@gmail.com  
 YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/JaywantMichael  
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