Study Guide

7. Life, Light and God's Will
TRANSCRIPT OF VIDEO

One day a large crowd was following Jesus and His disciples. Jesus turns to His disciples and begins discussing the
cost of being a disciple. He uses the metaphor of a cross - one of the most horrific and despised symbols at that
time.

Let’s remember this was before Jesus was crucified, and at that time it was a symbol of public shame and
execution of criminals. Jesus says that whoever does not carry their cross and follow Him cannot be His disciple.
He explains this as the cost of discipleship by telling them a parable.

“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won't you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have
enough money to complete it? For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will
ridicule you, saying, 'This person began to build and wasn't able to finish.”

When | think of discipleship, it is difficult not to remember the beautiful book “Being Disciples” written by the
poet and theologian Rowan Williams, who was the former Archbishop of Canterbury. In this reflection. | will
include some thoughts from the book. The book is available on Amazon, and | would strongly recommend you
get it and read it.

The word disciple in Greek strictly means ‘student’ but then Jesus expects it to be more than attending two
Zoom classes in a week and doing some assignments and exams. It is more a state of continuously being aware
and expecting to learn from the Master. Then the most important step is to put it into practice, no matter what
it costs. What did Jesus’ disciples see and learn from Him that they later lived out?

Looking at the gospels we know, Jesus disciples witnessed Him heal, proclaim the Kingdom of God, forgive, die,
and rise from the dead. Among His disciples Peter, James and John had a special place. Jesus let them witness
certain incidents that the others did not. Three such events stand out and can help us learn what it costs to be a
disciple of Christ.

I. The first event is where despite being mocked for arriving late, Jesus raises to life Jairus’ dead daughter.

2. The second is Jesus’ transfiguration on Mount Tabor where Jesus’ face becomes radiant as God’s glorious
light shines on Him.

3. The third incident they witnessed is Jesus agonizingly suffering in the garden of Gethsemane.

As followers of Jesus and as His disciples, | and maybe you, often glibly say or at least think, “l want to be “just”
like Jesus.” But, what does that really mean?

| think these three incidents in Jesus’ life and ministry gives us glimpses on how to live like Jesus.



I. Firstly, can we like Jesus help bring “life” into dead situations that surround us, just as Jesus did for Jairus?
Can we be bearers of Jesus ‘gift of life’ both eternal life and equally importantly here on earth. It need not be as
dramatic as raising someone from death. But, we surely can add value to the lives of people we meet. Can we
carry on our cross a little life and hope for all those we encounter each day?

2. Secondly, how is God’s radiant light visible to others, when we interact with them? To many of us we feel
this happens when people witness our holiness. Again, to many of us holiness only means being set apart and so
keep ourselves separated from unholy people and situations. Such holiness shines from our faces with a sense of
superiority and pride and makes holiness a competitive sport where | want to be “holier.” Jesus, we know
denounced this kind of holiness. His holiness was not about separation. He spent a lot of time connected and
not separated and in the midst of those considered ‘unholy.” People like prostitutes, tax collectors and
winebibbers who were termed as “sinners” by the religious leaders of those day. Yes, Jesus brings about a
decisive change to the nature of holiness. It is no longer about being set apart from others. Rather it is about
being with people, being “absolutely involved” in the life of the community. | love the description of holy persons
given by Archbishop Rowan Williams who says, “Holy people ... actually make you feel better than you are. The holy
person somehow enlarges your world, makes you feel more yourself, opens you up, affirms you. Holy people are not in
competition with you.”

Let’s pause for a moment and reflect on Archbishop Williams words. Does that not sound like a description of
Jesus? Jesus made others feel good about themselves and they left His radiant presence with a glow on their
faces. Can we carry the cross of Jesus’ radiant life as we interact with people everyday? Can we make them leave
us with a little afterglow on their faces?

3. Finally, Jesus experienced all kinds of suffering. There is nothing that we face that He has not experienced.
He endured physical pain that many of us never will experience. Emotional trauma of rejection by His family,
religious leaders, people and government. Finally, abandonment by His disciples and also spiritually by God when
on the cross. What we see in the garden of Gethsemane is the picture of Jesus presenting His will to God the
Father. And, while He agonizes for the cup of suffering be removed, He is clear that in the end He will accept His
Father’s will whatever it be.

How about you and me? When as a disciple we encounter sufferings in this world, do we choose to opt for the
easy way out of doing our will? Or are we willing to carry our daily cross of doing our Father’s will consistently?
Can we resolve and pray that God gives us the strength to truly be His disciples and bring life into dead situations
around us, to carry and share the glow of Jesus’ radiance with others and be willing always to do our Father’s will
no matter what suffering it costs us?

May we do this knowing that He will never leave us nor forsake us. Amen

CONNECT WITH US

= Ask questions: bystillwaters.always@gmail.com
=  YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/JaywantMichael
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