Study Guide

4. Unless we forgive
TRANSCRIPT OF VIDEO

Jesus once calls His disciples, gave them the authority to drive out spirits and heal people of diseases. (Mathew
10:1). His disciples happily followed His instructions without a question. But, on another occasion, when Jesus
tells them that if their brothers who sinned against them repented they should forgive them.” Instead of saying,
“OK Lord.” They reply, “Increase our faith.” (Luke 17:5) Is that not so striking? The disciples did not ask Jesus to
increase their faith to do the miracle of healing but needed more faith to forgive a brother who had wronged
them and was repenting.

The parable we will reflect on is “The parable of the unforgiving servant” found in Chapter |18 of Matthew’s
gospel, which Jesus tells in response to a question asked by Peter. The question Peter asks Jesus is one that has
crossed my mind in the past. It is, “How often should | forgive someone who keeps sinning against me? Is it seven
times?” Jesus’ replies, “No, not seven times but seventy times seven!”

Jesus then goes on to tell this parable. A King is reviewing the accounts of his servants who had borrowed
money from him. A servant with overdues of a few million dollars is brought

to him. Since the servant is unable to repay the amount due, the King orders that the servant and his family and
all he owns is be sold off—to pay off the debt. The servant begs the King for some more time to pay it all.” Filled
with pity the King forgives his entire debt and frees him.

But when the servant left the king, gore to a fellow servant who owed him a few thousand dollars and demands
instant payment. The fellow servant begs for a little more time to pay it off. Instead of waiting, the servant has
the man arrested and put in prison. Some other servants see this and report it to the king. The King summons
the servant and says, ‘Should you not have shown the same mercy | showed you?

Then the angry king sends the man to prison till he had repaid his entire debt. Jesus then adds this warning at the
end, “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers and sisters from your
heart.” This simple parable reflects some very real and practical issues we encounter in the area of forgiveness.

Firstly, our default nature is to hold others to a much higher standard than what we hold ourselves to. In the
unforgiving servant | see shades of Jesus’ advise to us to first remove the beam from our eyes before we judge
the speck in someone else’s eye. | don’t know about you, but like Peter, | find my patience is really stretched
when | keep forgiving a repeat offender.

But, while forgiveness is what sets me apart as a follower of Jesus, | know | can’t do it without His strength.
Whenever | find it hard to forgive an obnoxious and undeserving person, a that thought helps make it easier is
this. The memory of God’s undeserving love and forgiveness which | received when | was unlovely and
intolerable to God or anyone else.



Another thing that inspires me to forgive other are Jesus’ words of forgiveness, extended to the people who had
falsely accused Him, mocked Him, spat on Him; to His followers who had deserted Him, to the soldiers who had
whipped and finally crucified Him. Jesus, prayed the famous words to God His Father, “Father forgive them for
they don’t know what they are doing.”

Yes, the idea of forgiveness is such a fundamental one in a Christian’s daily life that it’s part of the prayer Jesus
taught His disciples to pray, “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.”

There are times when | find it a struggle to say that part of the prayer, just as there are other times | find it hard
praying some other parts of it. In those times, | use the following two steps.

I. | pray about the person. This is where | tell God of the pain, betrayal and hurt | feel due to acts of
commission or omission of this person. As | do this, | release the person to God’s judgement. This is my first
conscious step of starting my process of forgiving the person.

2. Next | begin praying for the person — for his or her well-being, success and so on. This part takes away
any bitterness that still remains after Step |. Let’s remember this is ‘praying for the person” and not praying
against the person as David did in his psalms!

Yes, forgiveness is hard, but by doing so we prevent ourselves getting mired in the swamp of anger, rage and
bitterness. As Paul advises us let us,

“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:31-32)

May Christ be both our source and our strength to forgive others consistently.

God bless us all!

CONNECT WITH US

= Ask questions: bystillwaters.always@gmail.com
= YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/JaywantMichael
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